North American Dogsport Federation Inc.

Judge Program

The North American Dogsport Federation Judge Program is designed to create a standard program for selection and certification of trial judges for the sport.  North American Dogsport Federation urges certified judges from other dog sports to crossover and complete the North American Dogsport Federation Judge Program.  This document will outline the application process, selection process, required training, certification, and dismissal.

Application Process:

All individuals requesting to enter the Judge Program must request to do so in writing.  The request can be made via email or US Mail.  The request must be submitted to an Executive Director either directly or through a Regional Representative.  The written request must include prior competition results, titles achieved, a brief biography, and two character references.  The written request must be complete.  The prospective judge must be a current member in good standing before submitting the request.

Selection Process:

The Board of Executive Directors will select the individuals to enter the Judge Program.  The Executive Directors are a unified board with no one person having sole responsibility or control of the judges.  Once the written request is received, the Executive Director will inform the Regional Representative that someone in their region of responsibility has requested to enter the Judge Program.  The Regional Representative will verify the information provided in the written request and attempt to gain as much information about the prospective judge as possible.  The Regional Representative will report the information to the Board of Executive Directors.  The Executive Directors will vote to accept the person into the program or dismiss the person’s request.  A majority vote is required.  

Selections are based on prior judging experience, prior competition results, sportsmanship, integrity, commitment.  I order to ensure that judges are selected fairly, the following criteria must be met:

minimum 5 years documented competitive dog sport participation

minimum 2 separate dogs trained and titled

clear criminal history  

Selections will not be based upon popularity or friendship.  It’s solely on meeting qualifications.  The Executive Directors will certify judges based upon completion of the program and determining if the prospective judge becoming certified is conducive to progression of the sport.    

Required Training:

Once selected into the judge program, the prospective judge must complete the required training to become a certified judge.  The prospective judge will first be required to complete a written exam based on the North American Dogsport Federation Rulebook.  The written exam must be completed to evaluate the prospective judge’s knowledge of the North American Dogsport Federation rules and scenarios.  The exam may be conducted at any time during the training period.


The prospective judge must complete a minimum of three trials as an apprentice judge.  One of the trials completed as an apprentice judge must be judged by a senior judge.  The apprentice judge must demonstrate an ability to fairly and adequately judge a dog’s performance.  They must demonstrate an ability to complete the score sheet with correct mathematics.  North American Dogsport Federation urges prospective judges to apprentice under as many certified judges and as many trials as possible.  

There is no set time limit for a prospective judge to complete the apprenticeship program; however, an extended amount of time could be construed as lack of commitment.  Once the apprenticeship program is completed, the Board of Directors will vote on certification of the apprentice judge.  A unanimous vote is required. 

Certifications:

An apprentice judge that becomes a certified judge will be considered a Level I certified judge.  A Level I certified judge can only judge club level trials.  North American Dogsport Federation urges Level I certified judges to judge as many club level trials as possible.  A judge will be considered a Level I until the judge has judged ten trials.  By judging an entire weekend, the judge gets credit for two trials   

Once a Level I judge has judged ten trials, they will receive automatic promotion to Level II judge.  A Level II judge is considered a senior judge.  A Level II judge can judge club level trials, any special events, and the Championship Event.

Dismissal:

An apprentice judge may be dismissed by the Board of Directors at any time.  A majority vote is required to dismiss an apprentice judge.  Once a judge becomes certified, the Board of Directors must have a unanimous vote to dismiss a judge.  A certified judge or apprentice judge will only be voted for dismissal due to rulebook violations, lack of commitment, integrity/sportsmanship issues, or criminal violations.  Generally a vote for dismissal is going be recommended by the Regional Representatives as they will be fielding membership complaints and observing the most trials.

Notice:  Due to North American Dogsport Federation being started in 2013, there have been some provisions made to the judging program.  Judges have been selected and certified based on their prior performance in other sports.  This is of necessity for the inception of the sport and in no way is to be the normal practice.  The judge program will become the normal practice once the sport has sufficient judges to maintain the sport and its events.  Judges will be designated to Championship Events or special events for continuance of the sport regardless of Level I or Level II.  

